TOWN OF SILT
RESOLUTION NO. 38
SERIES OF 2002

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PROTECTING THE ROAN PLATEAU AND FOR
ALTERNATIVE F AS LISTED ON THE PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES RELEASED
BY THE BLM ON OCTOBER 18, 2002

WHEREAS, the Roan Plateau area in westem Garfieid County provides
outstending opportunities for backcountry recreation, such as hunting, backpacking,
mountain biking, camping and scenic drives, and slso opportunities for solitude, and
thesa uses cortribute significantly to the loca! and national econormy; and

WHEREAS, the Roan Plateau area includes important mid-elevation wildiife
habtiat in a region already heavily Impacted by axisting gas development and

WHEREAS, the Roan Plateau includes ar extremely high lavel of dialogical
diversily, including ssvera! species of endemic plants. and is considersd by the
Colorads Natural Heritage Program to be ane of the top four most biclogically diverse
places on the Weatemn Elope; and

WHEREAS, the Roan Plaleau provides an undevsloped island of important
public kand resources in the rapidly growing upper Grand Valley, and Is the scenic
backdrop for Rifle, Parachute and Battiernent Mesa, Colorado; end

WHERBAS, intensive gas develupment an the Plateau and Citfs would harm
thesa public resources; and

WHEREAS, abundant gas resources summound the undevaiopad portion of the
Roan Plaseau, to mest our nation's enecgy needs and allow companies to davelon
rasourcss and to provide jobs and county revenue; and

WHEREAS, pubiic lands aiong the base of the Roan Plateau along the I-70
comidor heve sireedy been (eased and are currently being deveioped {or oil and gas,
and it is regsonabila to require thet the industry Uillize the best technology availabia to
protect the senaitive and unigue resources of the Roan Flateau, so any addtionai
energy development should be focused in this area using these technologies {such a¢
directional drilling) in order to maximize resource exdrection and utiliza the existing
infrasiructre, while minimizing environmental and scenic impacts.

NOW, THEREFORE, LET |7 BE RESOLVED THAT THE TOWN OF SILT,
COLORADO, BOARD OF TRUSTEES support protection of the undeveloped portons
of the Roan Plateau, and opposes addiiional gas development on the cliff faces and on
top of the Platesu. and



LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Silt supports preliminary
alternative F as the best of the aternatives presented (as released by the BLM on
October 15, 2002).

INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED AND APPROVED at g reguiar meeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Town of Siit, Colorado hald an the 257 day of November 2002

TOWN;SZ

Mayor John Evans







