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Roan Plateau is a visually stunning, undeveloped island of 
public land and part of our natural and cultural heritage.    
  
The Roan Plateau is the scenic backdrop to our communities. 
 

• The 3,500 foot Roan Cliffs tower above the 
Colorado River, scenery that is a cornerstone of 
community pride.1 

 
• Atop the Plateau are quiet trout streams, 

dramatic box canyons, and the East Fork 
waterfall, one of Colorado’s tallest.2 

 
• Aspen mixed with spruce, maple, and oak are a 

recipe for spectacular fall colors. 
 
• Stands of old-growth Douglas-fir provide shady 

vistas that overlook hundreds of miles of 
Colorado’s finest scenery.3  

 

The Roan Plateau is rich in natural 
heritage and local history. 
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Roan Plateau benefits our communities. 
 

The Roan Plateau includes many natural values.  
 

• With an elevation from 5,500 to over 9,000 feet, the Plateau encompasses a range of 
habitats,  including pinion and juniper, scrubland, aspen-spruce and Douglas-fir.  

 

• The Roan Plateau is one of the most biologically-diverse places in Western Colorado, 
only three other areas hold such a richness of species.9 

  
• The Roan Plateau is home to one of the most genetically pure strains of Colorado 

River cutthroat trout in the world.10 
 

• The Plateau hosts numerous rare plants and plant communities including the 
Parachute penstemon that occurs nowhere else in the world.11 

 

• The Plateau is home to 17 rare wildlife species, including the peregrine falcon, 
Colombian sharptail grouse, and Townsend's big-eared bat.12 

 

The Roan Plateau provides world-class recreation.  
 

• The Plateau includes incredible opportunities for recreation and, with the 
surrounding lands, is a draw for tourists, new business, and retirees. 

 

• The Roan Plateau draws 1,500 hunters annually and generates almost $4 million.13 
 

• Mountain biking and motorized use are also popular activities.  Under the plan 
supported by local governments, citizens across the state, and conservation groups, 
nearly 140 miles of motorized roads would remain open, and Hubbard Mesa would 
be developed specifically for motorized and mechanized use.14 

 

• BLM identified four critical areas for protection as Areas of Critical Environmental Conce
for wilderness designation.  Twenty-four miles of creeks are eligible for Wild and Scenic d

 

Keeping the Plateau’s top and cliffs undeveloped, we cou
most of the natural gas and leave the cliffs and uplands a
today:  bold, dramatic, and undisturbed. 
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WRITE : BLM-Roan Plateau Planning/POB 1009/Glenwood Sprin
FAX: 970-947-2829  PHONE: 970-947-2800 

EMAIL: Jamie_Connell@co.blm.gov    
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