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Energy bill language would limit Roan Plateau drilling

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
July 31, 2007
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DENVER - The U.S. House could vote this week on a 

provision that would ban gas-well drilling on federal land 

atop the Roan Plateau, a western Colorado landmark 

prized for both its abundant energy and its backcountry.

Colorado Democratic Reps. Mark Udall and John Salazar 

inserted the provision into the Energy Independence Act, 

which was introduced in the House late Monday.

Salazar spokesman Eric Wortman said a vote could come 

by Friday night.

The Bureau of Land Management has proposed a 20-year 

plan allowing up to 210 natural gas wells from 13 sites on 

federal land on the plateau top. The plan envisions up to 

1,360 other wells on the sides of the plateau.

Some wells have already been drilled on private land on the plateau.

The plateau, about 200 miles west of Denver, is home to some of Colorado's largest elk and deer herds, mountain 

lions, bears, peregrine falcons and genetically important native cutthroat trout. The area generates an estimated $5 

million a year for the local economy from hunting, fishing and wildlife watching, according to state wildlife officials.

It also holds enough natural gas for 4 million homes for the next 20 years and could generate hundreds of millions of 

dollars in badly needed tax revenue for the state, according to industry estimates.

Environmental and outdoor-sports groups protested the plan to drill atop the plateau, saying its natural qualities and 

abundant wildlife should be protected.

Udall and Salazar have been pushing for a moratorium, and Gov. Bill Ritter, who took office in January, has asked for 

more time to study the plan.

Salazar's brother, Democratic Sen. Ken Salazar, last week blocked Senate confirmation of James Caswell, President 

Bush's nominee to head the BLM, in hopes of forcing federal officials to accommodate state officials' objections.

The BLM announced its plans in June after seven years of study, hearings and comment from state agencies.

Ken Neubecker, vice president of Colorado Trout Unlimited, welcomed the restrictions in the energy bill.

"This is really gratifying," he said.

An industry representatives did not immediately return a call.
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August 20, 2007 - Education board takes up proposal to establish ethics code

August 20, 2007 - Minnesota woman rescued from Longs Peak

August 20, 2007 - Allard, Salazar say Guard, Reserve mental health will be studied

August 20, 2007 - Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains to get new headquarters

August 20, 2007 - CU says it's fixing problems in fundraising, football programs

August 19, 2007 - Study group says broaden revenue factors

August 19, 2007 - Officials lack of bear hunt not a factor in bear invasions

August 18, 2007 - Mom who drowned 2 kids seeks increase in privileges

August 18, 2007 - Residents say they miss sign that had typo

August 18, 2007 - Judge hopes residents decades of litigation will end soon

August 18, 2007 - Officials focus on pools, child care centers in E. coli outbreak

August 18, 2007 - Two gamblers are accused of trying to kill amateur poker host with rattlesnakes

August 18, 2007 - Landowner appeals condemnation of Telluride open space

August 17, 2007 - Judge, deputies credited with saving man who collapsed in court

August 17, 2007 - Denver police searching for armed robbery suspect near downtown

August 17, 2007 - Allard, Penry plan news conference on Roan Plateau

August 17, 2007 - Families share grief, comfort over loved ones lost in Iraq
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August 17, 2007 - Baby Einstein founder stands behind videos

August 16, 2007 - CU to host symposium on energy use and climate change

August 16, 2007 - Mesa State will put some students up in hotel, apartments

August 16, 2007 - Suspects in death of 'malnourished' boy scheduled for trial

August 16, 2007 - Driver in I-70 crash may have fallen asleep

August 16, 2007 - Pitkin County considers tougher laws to discourage bears

August 16, 2007 - Funeral home owner jailed for allegedly bilking customers

August 16, 2007 - Greeley meatpacking plant finds hiring for second shift going slow

August 16, 2007 - Fourteeners adding to Colorado economy

August 16, 2007 - State will start work soon on new oil, gas industry rules

August 15, 2007 - State repairs bridge crack discovered after Minn. bridge fell

August 15, 2007 - Man gets prison time in gold, silver thefts from mining company

August 15, 2007 - Boulder County reports first West Nile death

August 15, 2007 - Man shot, killed by Greeley police

August 15, 2007 - Man sentenced to 14 years in copper thefts

August 14, 2007 - Higher ed commission votes to temporarily ease restrictions

August 14, 2007 - Fracture found on U.S. 24 bridge near Buena Vista

August 14, 2007 - AG: Children of illegal immigrants can get in-state tuition

August 14, 2007 - Aurora Organic Dairy defends its practices

August 14, 2007 - In-state tuition OK'd for citizen-children of illegal immigrants

August 14, 2007 - Woman shot to death in Pueblo; suspect kills himself

August 14, 2007 - Denver-Boulder express lane passed over for federal money

August 14, 2007 - Ski instructor sentenced on lesser charge

August 14, 2007 - New energy group president believes boom can be balanced

August 14, 2007 - BLM backs down, accepts electronic Roan comments

August 13, 2007 - Former day-care operator pleads guilty to exploitation charges

August 13, 2007 - Colorado Springs Airport reopens after evacuation for bomb threat

August 13, 2007 - U.S., Mexico to discuss Colorado River

August 13, 2007 - Natural gas fire burns out in Fort Collins

August 13, 2007 - 2 indicted on poaching-related charges

August 12, 2007 - Salazar may introduce bill to block Army land grabs

August 12, 2007 - Nuisance bear killed near Boulder golf course

August 12, 2007 - Colorado kids need three more vaccines this school year
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